
The possible outcomes post lockdown 
and the huge dangers for the elderly 
By Tom Rowland. All of this is guesswork but given the six-cylinder idiots running the UK Government right 
now you can make a few sensible predictions about the way things are likely to go.  

Reliable estimates for UK deaths from Covid-19 are now around the 40,000 mark, meaning Government 
figures have been under-reporting to the tune of 50 per cent in the last weeks by ignoring care homes. 

WILL WE BE ABLE TO INVITE ANY GUESTS TO OUR POOL PARTY  THIS SUMMER?



SO WHAT NEXT? 

Can the clowns paint themselves out of the corner? 

Best analysis I have seen comes from the saintly Tony Blair's Global Institute. Here is a link to the full report. 
 https://tinyurl.com/y9267lrl. In a nutshell, best outcome this year is "Soft Open" which still means social 
distancing; carrying an intrusive contact app on a smartphone (Epidemiologists at Oxford [BDI] estimate that 
60 per cent app use could end the epidemic) and wearing masks most places in public. That's the best and  
making it safe then depends on having less than 100 new confirmed cases of Covid-19 daily and the UK 
would need a much more robust testing and tracing regime than it has so far managed. 

HOW WILL OLDER PEOPLE COPE WITH THE NEXT PHASE?

https://tinyurl.com/y9267lrl


If you are over 65 

Office for National Statistics data show deaths are overwhelmingly among older people. Mortality for 
under 40s is one in 100,000. Covid-19 mortality rises to 25.5 for 40-65s; for over 65s it’s 491. Men are 
overrepresented at every age.


There is perilously little head room in the UK


Current estimates from Imperial College have the reproduction number (R) for Covid-19 in the UK at 
around 0.7. Over 1.0 and it starts to accelerate again.


 Their estimate of the impact of different suppression measures suggests that just allowing schools to 
return could raise R close to one.


Adding other relaxation measures could cause the spread of the virus to accelerate again.


Random sampling in Iceland showed that the virus had a much wider spread in the community than had 
been assumed from original screening of high- risk people, indicating the importance of a broader testing 
regime.


The EU is supporting/urging national governments to coordinate exits from lockdown. Brussels  advises:


Criteria for releasing restrictions are the decreased spread of Covid-19 (significantly and sustained) and 
sufficient hospital capacity for any increase in cases.


And as we know, the UK government is quite capable of reacting to a downturn by relaxing the lockdown 
without taking seriously the bit about "sustained" or the second part of the advice about "sufficient" 
hospital capacity.


 
	  

Countries with less testing capacity 

will be facing a greater likelihood of a 

second wave of the virus. With about 

120,000 tests a week, the UK lags 

France as Europe’s worst performer. 

Meanwhile Germany tests about 

350,000 people per week, with a 

capacity of 700,000. Italy and Spain 

each test about 300,000 patients per 

week. 



Can the over-65s trust the NHS? 
Absolutely not. Last week The Financial Times published an NHS Covid-19 scoring chart to be used 
on this group. 

Doctors coping with the coming peak of the coronavirus outbreak will have to “score” thousands of 
patients to decide who is suitable for intensive care treatment using a Covid-19 decision tool developed 
for use in the National Health Service.

 

With about 5,000 coronavirus cases presenting every day and some intensive care wards already 
approaching capacity, doctors will score patients on three metrics — their age, frailty and underlying 
conditions — according to a chart circulated to clinicians.

 




Patients with a combined score of more than eight points across the three categories should probably not 
be admitted to intensive care, according to the Covid-19 Decision Support Tool, although clinical 
discretion could override that decision.


This is a complete disgrace. It advised people should be abandoned on the basis of their age 
and the gate keepers use arbitrary and highly dubious measures which by definition can not be 
effectively appealed. You would probably be dead. These are discriminatory not only on the 
basis of age but on the ill person's sex as well. The very group in greatest need it was proposed 
to abandon.


Once the FT ran the piece the UK Gov backtracked using that old trick of hiding behind  a 
quango, the National Institute for Clinical Excellence. NICE hadn't signed off the scoring tool, the 
Department of Health protested. 


W ell, if you believe that you will probably swallow anything. 


And it is not even if this is the first time the NHS has played the age-discrimination trick. 


In 2012 research by the Royal College of Surgeons, Age UK and MHP Health Mandate, found 
that surgery rates were declining sharply in older people, particularly after 70, for a number of 
treatments, including for breast cancer, joint replacements, prostate cancer and hernias. Elderly 
patients were being denied life-saving treatment purely because of their age.


In the face of this coronavirus crisis it is clear that anybody approaching or over retirement age is 
better off health wise in Germany, France, Holland or virtually any of the northern EU countries,


In most  the local hospitals are currently relatively relaxed about their ability to cope with all the 
cases that look likely to present, regardless of age; so long as governments do not let that key 
"R" number of person to person infection creep up over 1.

  
Here are links to the Sunday Times investigation into the mess the Tories made of handling the 
first 38 days of the crisis and an interesting piece John Pilger did for Russia Today on how a 
2016 report warning of the inadequacy of the NHS ability to deal with a pandemic was 
suppressed and its recommendations ignored.


https://tinyurl.com/yb5cb9kp

 

https://tinyurl.com/qrhcgn5


KEEP SAFE 

TOM 
  

https://tinyurl.com/yb5cb9kp
https://tinyurl.com/qrhcgn5

	Will we be able to invite any guests to our pool party  this summer?
	How will older People cope with the next phase?
	So What Next?
	Can the clowns paint themselves out of the corner?
	If you are over 65
	Can the over-65s trust the NHS?
	Keep safe
	Tom

